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Budget Meeting 
 

The Annual Budget Meeting of the Fairlington 

Commons Council of Co-Owners will be held 

on Tuesday, December 6, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in 

the Fairlington Community Center located at 

3308 S. Stafford Street in Fairlington. The 

purpose of the meeting is to provide Co-Owners 

an opportunity to approve the 2017 Budget 

proposed by the Board. 
 

Official notice of the meeting was mailed to all 

Co-Owners of record on November 14, 2016 in 

compliance with the 21-day notification 

requirement of the Virginia Condominium Act.  

The notification package included a copy of the 

Budget, a letter explaining the changes proposed 

for 2017, a table containing proposed 2017 

condominium fees, and a comparison of 

condominium fees for an inside Clarendon unit 

(the most prevalent type of unit) throughout 

Fairlington. The proposed 2017 Budget places 

Commons condominium fees exactly in the 

middle of those in surrounding Fairlington 

condominium associations. 
 

The package also included a proxy form to 

allow Co-Owners who are uncertain that they 

will be able to attend the meeting or who do not 

plan on attending to be able to vote on the 

proposed Budget. It is important that Co-

Owners complete and return the proxy form as it 

is also used to establish the 33.33 percent 

quorum necessary to allow the meeting to be 

conducted. 

 

 

    

 

Annual Meeting 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Fairlington 

Commons Council of Co-Owners was held on 

Tuesday, October 4, 2016 at the Fairlington 

Community Center located at 3308 S. Stafford 

Street.  The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to 

elect members of the Council of Co-Owners to 

the Board, however, as no Board Officer seats 

were up for election, the meeting was devoted to 

a comprehensive “State of the Commons.” This 

briefing detailed work completed in 2016 and 

highlighted major projects planned for 2017 and 

beyond. The briefing is attached to the Minutes 

of the Annual Meeting posted on the Commons 

web site. 
 

Board Reorganization 
 

At the Regular Meeting of the Board of 

Directors held on November 15, 2016, Board 

member Robin Mott made a motion to 

reorganize the Board, in accordance with the 

provisions of the Commons By-laws, Article V, 

Section 4. “Removal of Officers. Upon an 

affirmative vote of a majority of the members of 

the board of directors, any officer may be 

removed, either with or without cause, and his 

successor elected at a regular meeting of the 

board of directors or at any special meeting of 

the board called for such purpose.” The motion 

was seconded by Member-at-Large Jennifer 

Reilly. Following lengthy debate, the Board 

voted 4–0 to reorganize the Board. Secretary 

Shannon abstained. (see page 4 for officers).  
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From the President   
I would like to start my term as Board president 

by initiating community outreach sessions 

where small groups can come together to offer 

feedback, suggestions, input and provide an 

opportunity for neighbors to meet. Upcoming 

sessions are scheduled for:  
 

December 4, 10:00-11:00 AM 

Bret and Sara Carr—child friendly session 

4677 South 34th Street 
 

December 11, 1:00-2:30 PM 

Jason and Kristi Dudash—by invitation only 

3348 A South Wakefield Street 
 

December 12, 7:00-8:00 PM 

Eric & Marie Nieste, 3274 South Utah Street. 
 

If you would like to host a future session, please 

let me know. Muffins or cookies will be 

provided as appropriate. I’m looking forward to 

not only learning your concerns but also 

learning about you. —Robin Mott 
 

New Bank Information 
Cardinal Management will migrate the 

Commons’ checking accounts to Mutual of 

Omaha effective January 1, 2017. Co-Owners 

who pay monthly fees by bank-issued check 

will need to update their information. Complete 

details will be provided with the 2017 monthly 

assessment coupons. 

Christmas Tree Pickup 
Capitol Services, our Trash and Recycling 

Contractor, is cooperating with Arlington 

County in conducting special pickups of 

Christmas trees for recycling by Arlington 

County during the first two weeks of January on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays (January 3, 5, 10, 12). 

All decorations and tree holders must be 

removed from trees prior to placing them 

curbside for pickup. 

Holiday Trash and 

Recycling Schedule 
Regular trash and recycling schedules will not 

be affected by the Christmas and New Year 

holidays this year as both fall on Sunday when 

no regular pickup is scheduled. Trash will be 

picked up on Saturday, December 24 (Christmas 

Eve) and Saturday, December 31 (New Year’s 

Eve). 

Trash and Recycling 
Trash and Recycling Services in the Commons 

and throughout all Fairlington are provided by 

Capitol Services, a private contractor retained 

by each of the seven Fairlington Condominium 

Associations. Trash and Recycling collection in 

the Commons is governed by our Trash and 

Recycling Policy, which is available on the 

Commons web site: http://fairlington.org/ 

commonstrashrecyclingnotice.pdf. Following 

are key points regarding the Commons trash and 

recycling services.   
 

Trash. Trash is collected six days per week, 

Monday through Saturday.  There is no Sunday 

pickup. Trash may be placed out after dark on 

the day preceding pickup and no later than 8:00 

AM on the day of pickup. Trash must not be 

placed out at any other times, stored on or 

beside porches, outside of patios, or under 

decks. Trash must be placed out in plastic bags.  

The use of trash cans is not permitted. 

 

Recycling. Recycling is collected on 

Wednesdays; recycling barrels are emplaced on 

Tuesday afternoons. Recycling may be placed in 

the barrels once they are in place. Residents are 

urged to delay placing paper and cardboard 

recycling out until Wednesday morning as it is 

not picked up until mid-day and may be blown 

about by the wind if not properly secured. 
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Pet Waste Disposal. Dog feces bags may be 

placed in the dog waste stations (Dogipots) 

located on Wakefield Circle at any time. Dog 

waste may also be disposed of as part of 

household trash. Dog feces bags are not to be 

dropped indiscriminately throughout the 

community or placed curbside. Proper disposal 

of dog feces is a critical health concern, as the 

feces can serve as a food source for the rats. 

 

Compliance. A majority of residents recognize 

the importance of proper waste disposal and 

willingly comply with the trash and recycling 

policy. In most instances where violations 

occur, violators are easily identified. This is not 

the case, however, when unmarked trash or dog 

feces bags are routinely dropped in common 

areas adjacent units. In those instances, or in 

instances of frequent vandalism, all 

methodologies permitted under the law, 

including the temporary emplacement of a 

motion-triggered camera focused on the specific 

area where the violations are occurring, may be 

utilized to identify the responsible parties. 

Winterization 
Cardinal Management has met with Somerset to 

discuss snow removal in the Commons and 

ensure that the requisite manpower and 

equipment are available, as needed. 
 

Cold weather is upon us, and if you haven’t 

done so, please take the following steps to 

prevent burst pipes and flooded basements. 
 

 Turn off faucet shutoff valves—usually 

located in the recreation room ceiling (front 

faucet) and under the kitchen sink (rear 

faucet). 
 

 Disconnect garden hoses—connected hoses 

trap water in valves, causing them to burst.   
 

 Open faucets to allow water trapped inside 

to drain. 

Sewer Backups 
On Monday, November 7, 2016, a sewer backup 

occurred in the lower level of one of our 

apartment-style buildings. The backup was 

caused by baby wipes that had been flushed 

down the toilet from the unit above, blocking 

the sewer line that serves that half of the 

building.  On Friday, November 18, a backup 

occurred in an end Dominion unit, again due to 

baby wipes flushed down a toilet.  Both of these 

backups are part of a continuing series of 

backups caused by residents flushing improper 

objects down toilets, particularly baby wipes. 
 

There have been six sewer backups in the 

Commons so far in 2016. Baby wipes were 

positively identified as the cause of four of the 

backups. Not including the latest backup, the 

Commons has expended $3,277.00 for plumbers 

to unblock sewer lines clogged with baby wipes.  

Add damage restoration costs of approximately 

$1,500 per occurrence, and the total cost to the 

Commons due to residents improperly flushing 

baby wipes down the toilet approaches $10,000, 

a figure that does not include content damage 

covered by individual insurance policies or from 

a resident’s personal pocket. 
 

The sewer systems in our buildings were built in 

the 1940s when each unit had one toilet and a 

kitchen and bathroom sink. Now those lines are 

being tasked to handle waste from garbage 

disposals, washing machines, and additional 

bathrooms. Unlike modern, large diameter 

sewer systems constructed with smooth PVC 

pipe that facilitates flow, the sewers in our 

buildings utilize cast iron and terra cotta pipes, 

which, due to their nature and years of 

accumulated rust and debris, tend to trap 

objects—including baby wipes. 
 

All of the units in a building share a single pipe 

(sewer lateral) from the building to the County’s 

sewer main. Any blockage in the lateral will  
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result in sewerage backing up into the lowest 

unit (usually a unit with a high basement 

ceiling) and potentially into adjoining units.  
 

Contrary to advertising, baby wipes are not 

flushable. Not only do they not disintegrate like 

toilet tissue, they catch on imperfections in the 

pipes, and in many communities with older 

sewer systems, overwhelm catch basins at the 

bottom of manhole covers and even sewer 

processing plants themselves. 
 

The rule on toilets is that only human waste and 

toilet tissue should go into the toilet. Please do 

not put tampons, sanitary napkins, condoms, 

large wads of toilet paper, disposable diapers, 

adult and baby wipes, napkins, tissues, dental 

floss or pet waste and litter into the toilet. 
 

Improper use of garbage disposals is also a 

major contributing factor in sewer blockages 

and backups. In particular, please do not put , 

down the garbage disposal celery, onions, pulpy 

fruits, grease, pasta, rice, coffee grounds, corn 

husks, potato peels, shrimp shells, or anything 

substantial, and be certain to flush the disposal 

with cold water after turning it off to assure that 

any waste gets through the system. 
 

With six days per week trash pickup,  there is no 

reason to put anything improper down the toilet 

or garbage disposal where it may cause severe 

damage and inconvenience all residents.  

 

Summer Remembered 
For those residents looking for a reminder of 

summer’s warm weather and fun times, you 

don’t have to look any further than the video of 

the 2016 Fairlington Commons Pool Dog Swim, 

available on YouTube. The easiest way to find it 

(the actual URL is complicated) is to search for 

“FCP Dog Swim 2016.”  Videos of previous 

year’s dog swims are also available and can be 

located the same way. 
.  
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   Commons Board Officers 
 

As a result of the Board reorganization voted 

upon at the regular November Board Meeting, 

Board officers for Calendar Year 2017 are:   

 

President, Robin Mott 

Vice President, Bernard O. Weaver  

Secretary, Margaret Shannon 

Treasurer, Julia Bryan, Treasurer 

Member-at-Large, Jennifer Reilly  

 
Fairlington Commons Board of Directors 

President  Robin Mott  rmfaircommons@gmail.com  

Vice  

President  
Bernie Weaver bwfaircommons@gmail.com 

Secretary  Margaret Shannon mesfaircommons@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Julia Bryan jbfaircommons@gmail.com 

At-Large  Jennifer Reilly jtrfaircommons@gmail.com 

 


