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FiOS 
At the Tuesday, April 19 Board meeting, the 

Board unanimously approved the Fiber-To-The- 

Premises – Premises Access License (FTTP-

PAL), granting Verizon access to the Commons 

for the purpose of planning FiOS installation in 

the Commons.  On Tuesday, May 3, Board 

President Bernie Weaver and John Adams (our 

Cardinal Management Property Manager) met 

with representatives from Verizon’s FiOS 

contractor teams to conduct a survey of the 

Commons as a first step in Verizon’s producing 

and submitting a draft installation plan for 

Board approval.  Verizon representatives also 

attended the May 17 Board Meeting where they 

presented additional installation information and 

answered questions.  Current planning is to 

install the required infrastructure necessary for 

each unit to obtain FiOS service if desired, 

although the actual decision to obtain that 

service will be at Co-Owner discretion.  

Pool Opening 
Our swimming facility opens for the season on 

May 28, the Saturday prior to the Memorial Day 

Holiday.  A Recreation Pass Application 

Package containing a Recreation Pass 

Application Form and our pool and tennis court 

rules was hand-delivered to each unit in the 

Commons on Friday, April 29.  If by chance you 

returned home on that date to find your dog 

contentedly standing over a pile of shredded 

paper on the floor, the application package is 

also available on our web site. 

 

Many completed applications have already been 

returned to the Recreation Pass Application 

Drop Box located on the front gate of the pool.  

If you have not completed and returned your 

application, please do so as soon as possible.  A 

current (2016) pass is required to use our 

recreation facilities.  Previous year passes are no 

longer valid.  Passes will be available for pickup 

at the pool beginning Saturday, May 28, rain or 

shine. 

Pool Parties 
Residents planning activities at the pool this 

summer should advise Pool Committee Chair 

Bernie Weaver as soon as possible but no less 

than seven full days in advance of your planned 

event.  Advance notice allows your event to be 

placed on the pool’s calendar to ensure that 

adequate lifeguard staff is on duty (Arlington 

County Code requires one lifeguard for each 50 

persons in the pool enclosure) and that there are 

no conflicting events.  If your party plans 

including cooking, the Commons owns a very 

nice grill that is available for use at the pool. 

The fee to use the grill is $25, which covers the 

cost of propane and a thorough cleaning after.  

Residents may also bring their own grills to the 

pool.  

Thanks! 
Many thanks to the following individuals and 

committee members working to maintain and 

improve our community: 
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Grounds Committee – Thanks to committee 

members Nick Lowry, Jo Anne Mills, Julie Roe, 

and Norm Waters for their efforts to improve 

the appearance of our community.  In addition to 

landscaping the area in front of our Tennis 

Court and working to control erosion on the 

upper S. Utah Street hill, they have been active 

throughout the community, removing ivy and 

performing many smaller projects.  The 

Committee (along with Board President Weaver 

and Cardinal Property Manager John Adams) 

recently met with Arlington County Stormwise 

Program representatives to survey several areas 

that could potentially be improved utilizing a 

combination of Commons and County matching 

funds. 

 

Doggie Depots – Thanks to Jason Rosenthal for 

restocking the bags in our doggie depots.  

Spring and summer means more people out 

walking their dogs and an increased demand for 

doggie bags – so if you notice an empty depot, 

please let either Jason or Cardinal Management 

know. 

 

Garden Committee – Thanks to Andrea Solarz, 

who volunteered to assume the role of 

Community Garden Committee Chairperson.  

Andrea tells us that as of now all of the garden 

plots are assigned and that there is a waiting list.  

Water for the garden has previously been 

provided by a hose run from an adjacent 

residence, but at the April Board of Directors 

meeting, Management was requested to obtain a 

proposal for installation of a seasonal water line 

to the garden. 

Real Estate Tax 

Assessments 
The first installment of 2016 Arlington County 

Real Estate Taxes is due to the County Treasurer 

no later than Wednesday, June 15.  While the 

Commons has no official role to play in 

determining assessments or collecting taxes, we 

are including this reminder due to past issues 

with County notifications and the proclivity of 

some postal carriers to randomly distribute, as 

opposed to deliver, the mail.  Forewarned is 

forearmed, and could save having to pay a late 

penalty in addition to your normal tax bill. 

Parking 
Recent events (unauthorized towing, nasty 

notes, and public disturbances) necessitate a few 

words about parking.  There is NO reserved 

parking in Fairlington Commons.  None.  If 

someone tries to tell you that a certain parking 

space is theirs, they are misinformed. Every 

parking space in the Commons is part of the 

General Common Element and available for all 

to use, without exception. Any vehicle 

compliant with our parking policy and 

displaying a current sticker or hang tag may park 

in any space in any of our parking lots, with the 

exception of designated handicapped spaces.  

Those require a handicapped hangtag in addition 

to the Commons hangtag or sticker. 

 

Hangtags or stickers must be readily visible, not 

hung backwards, hidden in the middle of a stack 

of hang tags, buried in trash and candy wrappers 

on top of the instrument panel, or obscured 

behind an E-Z Pass Box.  Tow truck operators 

make a reasonable effort to locate hangtags or 

stickers, but if you lose a game of 

hangtag/sticker hide and seek your car will be 

towed.  Our By-laws, Article VI, Section 6, 

Subsections (d) and (k), in conjunction with the 

Parking Policy, provide specific guidance 

regarding parking-related conduct.  Our By-laws 

and Parking Policy are available on our web 

page at:  

http://fairlington.org/commonsdocuments.htm. 

 

 

http://fairlington.org/commonsdocuments.htm
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Patios 
There have been a number of recent complaints 

regarding the condition of patios, including 

excessive clutter, dog feces, overgrown 

plantings, ivy growing through and over the 

fence and up the side of the buildings, and tree 

limbs brushing against the side of the building 

or a neighboring unit’s windows.  Patio 

maintenance is a Co-Owner responsibility (By-

laws Article VI, Section 6, Subsection (m)). 

Please keep patios neat and orderly, as their 

appearance impacts the value and appeal of not 

only your unit, but also surrounding units. Issues 

with fences or gates, which are part of the 

General Common Element and an association 

responsibility, should be addressed to 

Management. 

Unauthorized 

Modifications 
Co-Owners are required to obtain Board 

permission prior to making modifications or 

alterations in their units (By-laws Article VI, 

Section 3, Subsection (b)). This includes 

replacing windows, doors, moving or 

eliminating walls or closets, and remodeling, but 

does not include minor repair/replacements such 

as replacing a bathroom sink or installing chair 

rail or crown molding.   

 

The purpose of this By-law is not to overly 

restrict the ability of Co-Owners to modernize 

or update their units, but rather to maintain the 

architectural appearance of our community and 

to ensure that all modifications are 

accomplished safely and in accordance with 

Arlington County law.  Most requests for 

alterations or modifications are approved 

rapidly, particularly if the proposed modification 

has been previously accomplished in another 

unit.   

A number of Co-Owners have run afoul of this 

By-law over the years by replacing windows or 

doors with non-conforming items, then having 

to replace them again once the violation was 

noted.  Possibly the most egregious instance 

occurred many years ago, when a Co-Owner 

was reported to have removed a load bearing 

basement wall to facilitate the installation of a 

hot tub without properly supporting the 

surrounding structure.   

 

Even if an unauthorized modification is 

accomplished and not immediately noted, it will 

be discovered during the resale inspection if the 

unit is ever sold, and can negatively impact the 

sale. Be safe, and if there is any doubt, request 

permission prior to proceeding with an 

alteration or modification. 

Mosquitos 
It’s been a wet, cold spring, but soon will come 

the heat, and with it, mosquitos.  While we can’t 

preclude the occurrence of mosquitos, we can 

take steps to eliminate their breeding grounds by 

removing unused flower pots, buckets, 

children’s toys, or other items that capture and 

hold rainwater.  Some mosquitos can literally 

breed in a thimbleful of water, so every step 

taken to preclude standing water helps.  

Removal of potential mosquito breeding 

locations is especially important this year with 

the arrival of the Zika virus. 

Trash 
Thank you to all of our residents who 

successfully made the transition from placing 

trash out upon your return home from work 

during winter’s standard time darkness to the 

longer daylight saving time spring evenings 

when it is not dark until much later.  Your 

cooperation in helping maintain the appearance 

of our community is appreciated. 
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Notwithstanding, a small number of individuals 

continue to place trash out at random times, 

subjecting themselves or their Co-Owners to a 

$50 assessment per occurrence.   And please – 

no dog feces bags beside front porches or 

outside of your patio gates.  This practice is 

disgusting, and can also result in an undesirable 

rodent infestation.  There are two doggie depots, 

emptied multiple times per week,  located on 

either side of the Wakefield circle – please 

dispose of your dog waste there. 

Apartment-Style 

Building Cleaning 
Cleaning of the entryway foyer and second level 

landings of our apartment-style buildings is 

accomplished weekly by Fairlington Maid 

Service.  This includes removal of random 

advertising flyers or other publication scattered 

in the foyer, but obviously not legitimate U.S. 

Mail left for pickup or placed in individual 

mailboxes by the Postal delivery person. 

 

Acting on a recent complaint, Cardinal 

Management has spoken with the maid service 

to ensure that both the entryway foyer and 

second-level landings are being cleaned in 

accordance with our contract.  Please note that 

the common basement service areas are cleaned 

on an as required basis, and that those areas are 

not for the storage of personal items beyond the 

occasional bicycle or seasonal chair. 

 

Selling your unit? 

Please see “Information Regarding Purchases, 

Sales, or Refinancing of Fairlington 

Commons Units” before proceeding. 

http://fairlington.org/condodisclosure.pdf 

 

 No Kid Hungry Bake 

Sale and Raffle 
This will be the 14

th
 consecutive year that the 

Commons has hosted the “No Kid Hungry Bake 

Sale” presented nationally by the non-profit 

organization Share our Strength in conjunction 

with the All-Fairlington Fourth of July 

Celebration and Parade. Over the past 13 years, 

our volunteers’ efforts have raised more than 

$17,000 toward ending childhood hunger in 

America. 

 

Long-time Commons resident Cathy Malin is 

the contact point for the bake sale, and can be 

reached at 571-480-9260. You do not need to be 

an expert to participate, and every cookie, 

muffin and brownie can make a difference. 

Please assist by preparing home baked treats 

including cookies, brownies, muffins, loaf 

cakes, pies, or other baked goods – but please, 

no frostings or fillings. Volunteers are also 

needed at the sales tables on July 4th – that one 

small hour of your time spent helping to sell 

baked goods can make a difference! 

  

The sale takes place in the North Fairlington 

Community Center Parking Lot on Monday, 

July 4th beginning at 9:30 a.m. Baked goods can 

be delivered beginning at 9:00 a.m. So, come on 

out, meet your neighbors, and support this very 

worthy cause. And, if you can, please volunteer 

to help with set up, and selling by calling Cathy! 

 

 
Fairlington Commons Board of Directors 

President  Bernie Weaver  bwfaircommons@gmail.com  

Vice  

President  
Julia Bryan jbfaircommons@gmail.com 

Secretary  Margaret Shannon mesfaircommons@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Robin Mott  rmfaircommons@gmail.com  

At-Large  Jennifer Reilly jtrfaircommons@gmail.com 
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