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Message from the

Board
Dear Mews Owners and Residents,
I

f April is the “cruelest month”, at least according to poet T. S. Eliot, I wonder how one would describe the winter of 2009 – 2010?  Those of us who have been around for some time (and we’re not admitting to being that old) have never seen anything like December – February, and the younger generation will probably never encounter its likes again.

Thankfully the winter is history, but the aftermath lingers.

Snow Damage

F

airlington Mews experienced around $100,000 in damages to our buildings and landscape.  Over 58 building locations were identified as needing repairs – whether wood, roof, masonry, or gutter.   
There was no major roof damage – let’s breathe a sigh of relief at that fact! Fortunately much of the damage is covered under our master insurance policy, but there still will be some out of pocket expenses. Needless to say, our budget took a hit!

All gutter, roof, and wood repairs have not been completed as of the delivery of this newsletter, but fortunately most of the major damage has been repaired. (See related Katchmark article in this issue.)

Most landscape issues have been addressed by Don Hook Tree Services and Environmental Enhancements, and an air of “normalcy” pervades the association’s common areas.

The cost for snow removal for February alone was over $30,000.  Needless to say, no Fairlington association accurately budgeted for snow removal this year!  And considering that we have no on-site personnel to help with snow removal, our costs are not out of line with those of neighboring associations.

Somerset Landscape did an exceptional job in keeping the parking lots, stoops, and sidewalks cleared.  I know some residents were inconvenienced by having vehicles blocked due to configuration of the parking lots.  And yes, we all had to shovel – several times as a matter of fact, but we got through it all, and life gradually returned to normal. Under the circumstances the snow removal effort was extraordinary.  Let’s face it, it is difficult to find a place to move over three feet of snow and ice that just wouldn’t “go away”.

Thanks to Ron Patterson for keeping the community apprised of snow removal and trash pick-up schedules through the Mews Alerts system.  Regular alerts were sent to subscribers and to Court Representatives to share with court residents. Ron was in touch with Capitol Trash Services representative Lisa Worrell so that we were kept up to date on trash pick-up schedules. 
Capitol Services did an excellent job, and even included a large item pick up day and adjusted recycling efforts!   Manager Jason Eglin was always helpful in conveying snow removal trouble spots to the snow contractor and in keeping up with the damages and filing insurance claims.   And, of course, neighbors helped each other during this extraordinary time.  OK, enough of the Past…

Budget Development

T

he Finance Committee with the experienced help of Manager Jason Eglin has been working on a draft FY2011 budget.  Details of the budget will be available to co-owners before the Annual Meeting.

Annual Meeting

T

he Mews Annual Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 24 at the Fairlington Community Center beginning at 7:00 PM.  Registration will begin at 6:30.  It is important that all co-owners participate either in person or through the proxy that you will receive with the Annual Meeting materials. At the 2009 meeting (for the first time in recent memory) we had quorum without having to recess (without adjournment) and collect additional proxies.  Hopefully our luck will hold for this year as well.  Participation is key.  We will be relying on Court Representatives to help collect proxies.

Call for Candidates

O

ne three-year term ends this year.  We would encourage any co-owner who is concerned about the welfare of the association to consider standing for election. In most Fairlington associations, board member candidates are “recruited” from the association committees where members have knowledge of board activities as a result of committee interactions with the Board of Directors.

Condominium Living

S

ometimes we seem to forget that we live in a condominium and not in single family dwellings.  The governing documents of the condominium, provided to co-owners at settlement, remind us how condominium living “works”. Documents received include the Master Deed and By-laws of the Association and other pertinent information, such as the Handbook and policy resolutions, as required by law. 
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This newsletter is also an official source of information and community reminders. Co-owners should read and heed all distributed information as it explains their rights and responsibilities as co-owners.  Most materials are available electronically at http://www.fairlington.orgMewsindex/ and hopefully all co-owners are responsible in having all condo documents in one place.

There is no excuse for any resident or co-owner not being up to date on all association information. 
Many times co-owners fail to understand that all common elements of the community are owned jointly, hence the term “common” elements. Some residents fail to understand that the grounds surrounding their units are owned by all co-owners, not simply by the resident who sees them from his/ her windows!  
Common ownership also means that there are shared responsibilities based on rules and regulations established to maintain the common interest and harmony of the community.
A condominium works best when co-owners actively participate in its affairs. Awareness is a form of participation. Co-owners should attend the annual meeting.  Advance notice of the annual meeting, with the proposed budget, and a proxy are provided to all co-owners. A quorum of over 50% of the co-owners is required in person or by proxy before an annual meeting’s business can be finalized. Participation is key to a successful association.
It seems that our association’s activities function with fewer and fewer volunteers from the community.  There is a small cadre of co-owners who have been carrying most activities for some time and – truth be told - they’re getting tired!  This is not meant to be a negative statement, just a statement of reality!  

The Board of Directors encourages you to get involved – attend the annual meeting, volunteer on a committee and participate, even if it’s only to acknowledge and thank the hard work of board members, committee chairs, and the active volunteers within the Mews.

Enjoy this beautiful weather (and the absence of snow)!  And mark your calendars for the Annual Meeting on June 24.
Thomas R. Corbin (Tom) (703) 931-0687

President, Mews Board of Directors

tomrcor@aol.com
     Click Here, 
Dude!
          Web Site Resources

· Mews Handbook www.fairlington.org/mewshand.htm
· Board Minutes/Newsletters www.fairlington.org/mewsindex.htm
· Condominium Resources Site www.fairlington.org/condoresourcepage.htm
· Emergency Preparedness Page

www.fairlington.org/emergencypreparedness.htm
· Mews Recycling Guidelines

http://www.fairlington.org/mewsrecycling.htm
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Board Minutes Highlights

T

he following is a summary of highlights of recent board minutes.  For complete minutes, please access the Mews web site

http://www.fairlington.org/mewsindex.htm
Meeting Highlights – December 17, 2009
In attendance were Board members Tom Corbin, Seth Low, Ron Patterson, and Chandra Burnside in addition to Manager Jason Eglin.  No homeowners or committee personnel were in attendance.
Homeowners’ Forum

No issues presented. 

Board Actions/ Discussion

Status Reports

· Several maintenance projects are completed or are nearing completion including roofing work in Courts 12 and 14 and window well work in Court 1.

· Previous cement contractor, Colonial Paving, had declared bankruptcy; previous sidewalk repairs completed by this company are no longer under warranty.

· Insurance Deductible Resolution needs further work before adoption.

· Copies of the revised Bylaws draft were distributed to Board members for review.

· Court 11 water issue is still under review after gutter and downspout installation.  Engineer Jeff Hugney will review the situation regarding “roof diverters”.

· Several non-compliance issues have been corrected.

· Comcast guidelines still under consideration.

New Business

A temporary repair will be made to the Court 9 “pothole” with a more substantial repair scheduled in the spring.

Officer/Committee Reports

President’s Report

1. Ratification of 3 electronic votes since last Board Meeting:

· $250.00 to S & B Contractors.

· Void Colonial Paving contract and employ Dominion Paving @$5,280 for Court 1 work.

· Employ PSI Contractors for gutter cleanout (Courts 5 – 15) @ $75.00/ hour

2. Environmental Enhancements will address two drainage issues (Court 9 and 11) and will be paid from Drainage account rather than Landscape.

3. Letter to Court 2 resident requesting removal of recently installed downspouts without board approval or knowledge. 

4. Reminder of need for insurance appraisal.

Treasurer’s Report

1. Ron Patterson, Jayne Mayne, and Jason Eglin met with representative of Reserves Advisors, Inc. regarding new reserves study.

2. The Finance Committee is studying the possibility of creating an on-site office for a full time maintenance person.

3. CMC will develop a draft budget for the January meeting.

Management Report

1. Gutter clean out completed Dec. 17.

2. Court 12 patio fence will be completed Dec. 18, weather permitting.

3. Court 4 roofing problem addressed under Katchmark warranty.

4. Exterior trim painting of pool house completed.

5. A-1 Towing will provide signage reflecting new Arlington Parking Regulations.

No Committee Reports Presented
Meeting Highlights – January 28, 2010
In attendance were Board members Tom Corbin, Seth Low, Ron Patterson, and Renee Powlette.  Other attendees were Manager Jason Eglin and committee personnel Shannon Watson, Alison Reither, and Lori Olivas.
Homeowners’ Forum

No issues were presented.

Board Actions/ Discussions
Status Reports

· Restoration Engineering, Inc. Drainage Report distributed for review.

· Reserve Study will be ready Feb. 1 with 60 days to approve it.

New Business

· 2008/ 2009 Audit – Discussion included the following items:

1. Taxes need to be paid on a quarterly basis.

2. Renee Watson from Goldklang and Cavanaugh (auditors) clarified what is a “reserve expense” – “The Association should only deduct from Reserves funding those expenditures that are specifically listed as components in the Replacement Reserves Study.”

· Property Appraisal still under consideration.

· Pruning Proposal (Thrive, Tree Specialists) @ $640.00 for further work on elm tree near 3520/ 3522 Wakefield St. Unanimous approval. 

· Insurance Designers recommended addition of a Workers Comprehension Policy to protect the association in the event of an independent contractor not having sufficient coverage at an annual premium of $614.00.  Unanimous approval.

Officer/ Committee Reports

President’s Report

1. Recent inspection of apartment buildings by board members revealed many problems including missing light bulbs, smoke detectors, smoke detector batteries and blocked access to electrical panels on the lower levels.  Maintenance personnel Steve Burcham made necessary repairs.

2. Management will look into having all apartment doors re-keyed to the same key (currently there are 3 keys for the various doors).

3. Question about the quality and thoroughness of the recent gutter cleanout.

4. Fairlington Citizens Association (FCA) invited all association presidents to a meeting to discuss the development of a Fairlington architectural style manual to be sponsored jointly by the FCA and Fairlington Historical Society.

Treasurer’s Report

 Ron Patterson shared the latest Variance Report with the Board Year-to-date Total Cash Investments of $1,291,868; Year-to-date Income of $385,136; and Year-to-date Expenses of $386,408.

Secretary’s Report

Ratification of electronic vote – PSE (Electrical) @$7,112.56 to rewire Court 15 carriage lamps and replace junction boxes.

Committee Reports

Financial - Alison Reither will review draft audit to see that all expected adjustments have been made.  Landscape and Recreation Committee chairs need to submit preliminary FY2011 budget requests.

Landscape – Lori Olivas presented items for winter pruning of landscape items and early spring pruning and treatment of King St. Photinia hedge for fungal condition.

Recreation – Shannon Watson reported on recent activities including: successful caroling activity; interest in purchase of new pool furniture; addition of Tom McGuire to coordinate tennis.

Meeting Highlights – February 25, 2010
In attendance were Board members Tom Corbin, Chandra Burnside, Ron Patterson, and Renee Powlette.  Other attendees were Manager Jason Eglin and committee personnel Alison Reither, Lori Olivas, Shannon Watson, and co-owner Jayne Mayne.

Homeowners’ Forum

A Court 8 co-owner continues to park in a Visitors Space, leaving the assigned space empty.  Management will address non-compliance parking issues in Court 8.
Board Actions/ Discussion

Status Reports

· Copies of new Reserves Study will be distributed to Finance Committee members.

· 2008/ 2009 Audit from Cavanaugh, Goldklang, et al was approved unanimously.

· Management has been working with insurance agents, contractors, and landscape personnel to determine the extent of the recent storm damage.

· Insurance Designers will complete “an approximation of association building values” at no cost.

· Parking/ Towing Resolution needs to be reviewed by legal counsel and A-1 Towing before Board review and vote.

New Business

· Insurance Deductible Resolution to be reviewed by legal counsel.

· Restoration Engineering, Inc. drainage report reveals that the drainage issues at Courts 6, 11, and 15 are not unusual and do not require immediate attention.

Officer/ Committee Reports

President’s Report

1. Association Insurance Certificate Update has been provided by Mary Jo Curtis, Insurance Designers, and posted on Mews web site.

2. CMC indicates that the association is in compliance with current federal regulations governing FHA loans and refinancing.

Treasurer’s Report

Total Cash and Investments of $1,286,228; Year-to-date Income of $462,015; and Year-to-date Expenses of $477,874.

Secretary’s Report

Ratification of electronic vote since last Board meeting - $3,737 to Katchmark for storm gutter/ roof repairs.

Committee Reports

Landscape

· $13,800 to Don Hook Tree Services to repair storm damage to trees. Approved.

· Request for $3,920 to Environmental Enhancements (EE) for regular winter pruning; board delayed action on this item pending the result of previously approved landscape work by Don Hook.  We will ask EE to review the work proposed.

· Request for $5,400 to perform reduction pruning on King Street Photinia hedge.  Approved. (NOTE:  This proposal was put on hold later by the Board.)

Recreation

1. Committee will determine specs for pool house bathroom remodeling to be completed in FY2011.

2. Tom McGuire will coordinate estimates for tennis court repair work.

3. Committee recommends a budget of $5,491 for FY2011.

Financial

Alison Reither will report the committee’s review of the new Reserves Study at next month’s meeting.
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Treasurer’s 

Report

T

he following information is taken from “February 2010 Variance Report and Financial Statement” dated March 21, 2010 and distributed in the January Board package.

Total Cash and Investments

$1,217,023.00

Year-to-date Income


$   538,911.00

Year-to-date Expenses


$   569,315.00

Year-to-date Net Income/Surplus (Loss)

$   (30,404.00)

Residential delinquency accounts total $5,202.00.  This constitutes a delinquency rate of 0.59% which is below the auditor’s recommendation of 3%. 
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Volunteers

At   Work
Landscape Committee

(Submitted by Lori Olivas)

February Snow Storm Tree and Shrub Damage
T

he February snow storms caused considerable damage to many of our trees and shrubs.  The cedars that line common area along the King Street fence sustained most of the damage. 

Tree and Shrub Pruning 

A walk around of the Mews grounds was conducted with Don Hook (Don Hook Tree Services), Lori Olivas, and Tom Corbin to assess the stability of damaged trees. Don Hook has removed those with major structural damage and pruned others with broken limbs.  Shrubs damaged by the storms are showing signs of recovery.  Environmental Enhancements is in the process of staking shrubs that were toppled but considered salvageable.     

Winter shrub rejuvenation and renewal pruning was delayed by the snow storm. (Mother Nature did some pruning on her own!)  Environmental Enhancements is in the process of completing such pruning. There are few instances where the crew got a little carried away with rejuvenation.  Please be patient, as they will recover within one growing season.
New Plantings

The need to repair the extensive storm damage has depleted this year’s landscape budget.  Because of the budget constraints, consideration of any new plantings is being postponed until next fiscal year, which begins August 1.

Environmental Enhancements completed landscaping of the common beds at 3606 and 3608 Wakefield St. (Court 1).  Proper watering is critical in the first two years for plant survival.  The Landscape Committee would appreciate your help in watering newly installed materials near your residences.
Watering
Plants need more water when they are actively growing (spring and summer).  Unless there is at least one inch of soaking rain a week, a good rule of thumb is to slowly and gently pour two to three bucketsful of water around the roots once a week to allow it to soak in.  
Or, place a hose near the base of the tree or shrub and let the water run at a slow trickle for about 20 to 25 minutes.   If necessary, move the hose around so that the tree or shrub is watered evenly around its root base.

Morning is the best time of day to water plants. When plant foliage remains wet overnight, it provides an ideal environment for fungal diseases
Committee Meetings

We encourage interested residents to become involved with the Landscape Committee. Generally, the committee meets on the 2nd Monday of the month at 7 pm at the Fairlington Community Center.    Contact Lori Olivas, 703-379-4927 for confirmation of the date and meeting location

Finance Committee

(Submitted by Alison Reither)

T
he Finance Committee has met monthly to review association financial matters. In addition, Committee members - Tami Anderson, Julia Claypool, Jayne Mayne, and Ron Patterson - have been busy preparing a draft budget for FY2011.  Manager Jason Eglin met with the Committee on April 12 to help work out budget details.  The Committee has prepared several budget options for the Board to consider in selecting a financially responsible 2011 budget that continues our maintenance efforts and maintains our reserves funding. 

After Board approval, it is anticipated that the final budget will be presented to the community in late May or early June.  The audit for fiscal year ended July 31, 2009 was finalized and approved by the Board in February. 

The Committee will meet in May to review the 2010 Reserves Study recommendations – meeting date to be established.  Future meeting dates will be posted on the web site as they are scheduled.  Please contact Alison Reither at 202.812.8115 to confirm meeting dates, times, and locations.

Recreation Committee

W
e received no report from the Recreation Committee for this issue.  Details of pass applications, 2010 rules and regulations, and other news will be forthcoming from the Committee. The Board Meeting Summary Notes Section contains items from Committee reports to the Board of Directors.

By-Laws Committee Update
T
he Bylaws Committee recently returned the draft document to Rees Broome, Inc. (association counsel) with their edits, questions, and requests for further explanation.

The Committee and Board Members will meet with Peter Philbin and Leslie Brown of Rees Broome, Inc. on April 28 in Room 104 at Fairlington Community Center beginning at 7:00 PM.

After this discussion, the Committee hopes to have a final draft to present for Board approval and later distribution to Co-owners.  A “public” meeting will be held to entertain comments from the community before a vote is taken to approve the revised Bylaws.
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Residents of Fairlington Mews,
Katchmark Construction has been performing an extensive amount of repair work throughout Fairlington Mews. 
While we would like all of the repairs to be completed quickly, it is of upmost importance to us that each repair be done with only the highest quality workmanship and attention to detail.  We are having issues with parking on the weekends which does not allow us to work our usual seven days a week, and the weather has thrown some setbacks our way as well. 
We ask for your continued patience and understanding in this regard.  Weather depending, we hope to be finished in the next two weeks. We apologize for any inconvenience.
Sincerely, Stephen Katchmark 

         April 9, 2010
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Timely Tips

Environmental/Collection/Recycling Event
T

his special event will be held on April 17 from 8:30 AM to 2:30 PM at Thomas Jefferson Middle School, 125 S. Old Glebe Rd.

Arlington residents can safely dispose of household hazardous materials, or recycle bikes, small metal items, shoes, eyeglasses, and durable medical equipment. Electronics will NOT be collected during this event due to space restrictions. Residents may instead bring their electronics to the County’s Household Hazardous Materials facility at the Water Pollution Control Plant or participate in curbside recycling. 
Business or commercial wastes will not be accepted. In addition, compost bins will be for sale. Before you come to E-CARE, talk to your neighbors! Combine your items and save a trip to the collection site.
Arlington County Offers Paper Shredding
(Submitted by Fern Birtwistle)

When?  1st Saturday of the Month - 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

Where?  Solid Waste Bureau  4300 29th St. S. (near the Animal Shelter in Shirlington)

 

R
esidents can bring materials for shredding to the Earth Products Recycling Yard at the Solid Waste Bureau.  A County employee will process the materials while you observe. 100% of shredded material is recycled.

· Limit of 2 standard grocery paper bags per customer; 

· Acceptable: Paper (staples, paper clips are ok), checks/check books; 

· Unacceptable: Credit cards, three-ring binders or phone book sized material  

Need to dispose of Inert Materials (brick, masonry block, concrete, asphalt, rock, earth, sand, and ceramic tile)?  The Solid Waste Bureau in Shirlington will accept one pickup truckload, or up to three cubic yards, per month per resident.  Note that the materials must be free of metal (nails and wiring). . Inert material will be reprocessed and reused in County construction projects.

Changes to Parking Regulations to Make Life Easier for Mews Residents
(Submitted by Chandra Burnside)

R
ecently the Fairlington Mews Board voted unanimously to update and modernize the parking regulations in the Mews. 
The new parking guidelines make it clear that each resident has the sole responsibility for the use of his/ her reserved space. 
This means the responsibility falls to you as the resident to manage who parks in your assigned space and when. Should you discover someone parking in your space without your permission, you have the authority to notify the Mews’ towing company, A-1 Towing at (703) 971-2600 (the number is also posted on each of the signs at the entrances to Mews’ parking lots). 
Once A-1 Towing has responded to your call, they will request to see proof of your residence (a driver’s license, utility bill, or other item demonstrating your residency in the corresponding unit will suffice) before towing the vehicle in question. 

Additionally, the Board approved updates to the policies regarding vehicles illegally parked in fire lanes, on sidewalks, in grassy areas, and parked in a “piggy back” fashion. This seems to be a growing problem in some courtyards. Parking in this manner can dangerously obstruct access for emergency responders, especially to the pool or residences, and can lead to damage of community property. 
Please remember that vehicles should only be parked in marked parking spaces, and that the Mews management agent, a member of the Mews Board, or a designated agent are the only individuals authorized to have such a vehicle towed from the community. If you discover a vehicle parked in such a fashion, you should report the situation to Mews Community Manager Jason Eglin at JEglin@cmc-management.com or 703-631-7200 x212.

Because of these changes in towing policy, it is a good time to remind visitors and contractors that they will need to park in your unoccupied space, an available visitor’s space (if your parking lot is lucky enough to have one), or on the street. 
On the note of visitor’s spaces, the Board is hopeful that common neighborly courtesy can alleviate the rising number of concerns reported regarding resident use of these spaces. 
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Residents are reminded that visitor’s spaces can be used to temporarily park resident vehicles.

However, the spaces should not be used for long term storage of a second resident vehicle, even when a vehicle is moved from space to space.
King Street Hedge
T
he “history” of the Photinia hedge along King Street at the Mews’ south boundary is somewhat shady.  Apparently this hedge was planted by the association with the corresponding details being sketchy or lacking.  
We cannot find any documentation stating that the hedge was to be jointly maintained by the association and a municipality.

Last summer in an attempt to discovery who actually “owned” the hedge, the association was told by Arlington County that the right of way (outside of the anchor fence) belonged to VDOT, not Arlington County.  
Recently through conversations with the City of Alexandria officials, we learned that right of way actually belongs to Alexandria.  Alexandria has placed the hedge as a low priority item.  The Mews has spent several thousand dollars in pruning, replacing, and treating the hedge with no help from any municipality. 
Recently we have tried, unsuccessfully, to engage the help of City of Alexandria, Arlington County, and Fairlington Citizens Association in sharing the costs of maintenance. (Under a mutual agreement, Arlington County shares the cost of maintenance and plantings outside the anchor fence at Quaker Lane along the eastern boundaries of Fairlington Meadows and Glen.)

Currently the Board does not feel it is in our best interests to continue to fund Alexandria’s hedge; hence there will be no association funded treatment for the current fungal condition or pruning to reduce the height.  Rather, we will consider using any available funds to develop the Mews side of the anchor fence in terms of adding landscape items to buffer King Street. 

This situation may change should either City of Alexandria or Arlington County offer to share in expenses to maintain the hedge.
Items of Interest
Comcast
I
f you spot exposed, unburied cables wires or observe the cylindrical cable containers “sprouting wires” or having broken or toppled covers, contact:

Marie Schuler, 703-567-4488 or Marie_Schuler@CABLECOMCAST.com and report the location of the cable problem.
Downed Tree Limbs 

T
he trees located between the roadway and the sidewalks are the property of Arlington County who is responsible for their maintenance.  
If you see any downed limbs after a storm or as a result of breakage by a moving van, report the damage immediately at 703-228-6525. Please do not wait for someone else to make the report!
Street Trees
T
he association has attempted to work with Arlington County Parks and Recreation, the department responsible for the health and maintenance of the street trees adjacent to our community.

If you see a tree with dead wood, suspected health issues, or any other perceived unsatisfactory condition, contact Jamie Bartalon (703-228-7747) to file a report.  Perhaps if the county hears from more than one Mews resident, this will have more of an impact on remedying the tree problems! 

We have been told that Arlington County will address some of the problems, particularly dead wood, in trees along 34th and 36th Streets from 395 to Utah Street.  When “No Parking” signs are posted by the county, please do not remove them and please heed the parking directions.
Court Parking
P
lease don’t park vehicles so that the vehicles’ front covers the grass strip between the parking lot and sidewalk. 

In the summer, this prevents the grounds crew from mowing the grass in that area and also keeps you from having car damage from grounds work!  In the winter, parking correctly enables snow removal workers (shut your mouth) to clear the sidewalk efficiently.
Court Signs

P
lease do not lean objects against the Court Parking lot signs.  These signs were very expensive to produce and install.  They were recently repainted at association expense.

Leaning boxes, items for large pick up day, or other large items – mattresses, furniture, etc.- against them damages the paint and finish and may also weaken the supports.  Your care with protecting the common elements saves association funds!

Common Area Trees

P
lease do not staple, nail, or screw any sign or other item to a tree.  Such actions damage the protective bark and opens the tree up to possible insect and other disease damage.  
[image: image10.wmf]Last fall someone nailed ladder rungs up a black gum tree near the single tennis court. (Can you imagine the association liability on that one?) Recently a yard sale sign was stapled to a maple tree.  A large oak tree in Ct. 4 was recently vandalized with a knife. 
The association spends thousands of dollars to maintain and protect our trees, a valuable asset to our property values.
Summer Time - the Living Should be Easy
C
hirping of birds! Splashing from the pool!  Voices of happy children! Tinkling ice in tall glasses – the sounds of summer! With summertime come many out of doors activities!

Be considerate of your neighbors while you enjoy the warm weather and outside fun.  Here are some reminders for a safe, quiet and wonderful summer for all:

1. When windows and doors are open, remember sounds from TV, radio, or any music system carry beyond your unit.

2. Noisy pets are very disturbing, but with open windows and doors, they can become madding!

3. Party sounds carry readily from one patio to another.  Please be mindful that you didn’t invite everyone to your party, so why should they have to share your noise without the benefit of food and drink?

4. Construction noises are not permitted by Arlington code on week ends.

5. Grilling too close to a fence could ignite a fire.  

6. Please be extra careful with propane grills.  Also make sure any charcoal fires are totally extinguished before going back inside.

7. Your next door neighbors may be nosey, but they probably don’t want to hear your cell phone conversation on their patio.

8. Residents are responsible for the conduct of their guests and any visiting pets.
Ahhhh, the peace and quiet (and beauty) of summer.
News to Muse

Drainage Study
R
ecently the Board of Directors contracted Restoration Engineering, Inc. (REI) to study problem drainage areas within our common grounds.  The area behind Court 6 and Court 11 and the two large drains at the rear of Courts 12/ 14 and Court 15 are particularly bothersome areas.

Representatives from REI observed these areas after several heavy rains (October 15 and November 13).  In addition they field surveyed the area behind 4680 – 84 36th St. on January 14 in an effort to establish elevations and determine the most appropriate corrective measure for this area. A typographic survey was conducted in several areas as well.

The report cites possible corrective measures for these trouble spots and concludes “repairs are not a priority in most areas.”  Noting the drainage at the rear of 4653 – 4659 36th St., the study concludes, “Based on our observations we would not classify this situation as urgent.”

Any co-owner who would like to read the complete study should contact Jason Eglin for a copy. 
And Speaking of Drains…Your Disposal
W
e’ve printed this reminder before, but with the fragility of the drain pipes, it is better to err on the side of caution.
The powerful roar of your disposal’s motor may convince you it can take on any garbage you throw its way, but it’s important to remember that your disposal is not a trash can. 
Garbage disposals are designed to grind small bits of biodegradable food waste to help prevent clogged drains. Proper use and maintenance will not only extend the life of your appliance, but will also spare you unnecessary and costly service calls. 
Do:

· Small amounts of skinless, boneless, pit-less and non-fibrous foods are safe to grind. 
Don’t:

· Shells, skins, husks, rinds and other hard or fibrous materials should not be put in the disposal (e.g., clam shells, oyster shells, corn husks, fruit pits, banana peels, avocado skins and bones).

· Large amounts of starchy foods (e.g., noodles and rice) should not be put in the disposal. Although they are easily ground, they expand in water and can clog drains.
Always:

· Run cold water when operating the disposal. Keep the water running for at least 30 seconds after you turn off the unit. 
Never:

· Use hot water when operating the disposal.

· Put non-food materials through the disposal. This includes all types of glass, plastic and metals (e.g., bottle caps, aluminum foil and plastic wrap).

· Put harsh chemicals in the disposal or down the drain.
Sometimes:

· Occasionally grinding bits of citrus peel helps clean and freshen the disposal.

· Grinding a little ice once a month helps scrape away deposits and remove odors.

· Running small amounts of egg shells or coffee grounds through the disposal is sometimes suggested to sharpen the blades; however some sources warn against the practice. Consult your user’s manual for recommendations specific to your model.

Common Elements/ Variances/ Permits

I
n recent newsletters, we have noted several times the issue of “non compliance” on the part of a few residents and co-owners.  Many of these issues have been corrected as the result of a management reminder, but others continue without correction.

Please understand that:
· Interior renovation work which modifies the original plan of the unit requires a variance and approval by the board.

· Many remodeling items require Arlington County Permits before beginning work.  

· All permits (past and current) are listed on line by Arlington County.

· Any patio landscape materials that compromise or damage the roof, masonry, gutters or any other structural component must be removed by the co-owner at the sole expense of the co-owner.
· With the exception of planting annuals and perennials near a unit, any landscape change – planting, removal, or the addition of ornamental objects – require approval.
· Uncorrected non-compliance issues may result in monetary penalties assessed on the co-owner’s account.

Your Newsletter

T

he Newsletter Committee (both of us) makes every attempt to provide up to date information regarding community affairs.

Before the production of each newsletter, we send a “request for materials” to all board members, committee chairs, and management.  We also ask Court Representatives to provide information specific to their courts or generic to the community.

Contributors are always credited with a byline.  As you can see from the bylines of this issue, our “press corps” is small.  Your comments, suggestions, help, and contributions are always welcome.
_________________________________________

Emergency Contacts

· Abandoned Vehicles 

703-558-2222

· Animal Warden


703-931-9241

· Arlington Police Non Emergency
703-558-2222

· Arlington County Government 
703-228-3000

· Arlington County Water

703-228-6555

· Dominion Power


1-888-667-3000
Recycling

Corner
O

n Tuesday evening or early Wednesday morning, Mews residents may recycle the following in the recycle bins at each court:

· Aluminum and other metal cans

· Cardboard – boxes broken down and flattened

· Glass bottles and jars

· Mixed paper and light cardboard

· Newspapers and inserts

· Plastic containers

Place paper in a paper bag or tied with twine near the recycle bins.  Place all commingled items in the bins.  Do not place items in plastic bags in the bins.

Humor Shouldn’t be Only On April 1
The following items MIGHT appear in the

April 2020 MewsNews – Wink, Wink!

Board of Directors to Build Parking Garage at Double Tennis Court
I

n a move to save on snow removal costs, the Mews Board recently voted to build a multi-level parking garage on the site of the current double tennis court. Under the new plan, each residence will have one assigned parking space available in the garage which will only be operational between December 1 and March 1.
No community parking lots will be plowed during the winter months under the new plan; however, Arlington County has agreed to keep Wakefield, 34th, and 36th Streets totally free of snow 24/7 to allow entrance to and exiting from the garage.  “This will save hundreds of thousands of dollars spent on snow removal!” remarked one Mews resident.  “Yes, but I will still have to walk to the facility,” said another. “And also there are no Visitors Parking Spaces in the new garage; so where will I park my second and third cars? ” questioned a third. 

Mews Condo Association Charged
by State Corporation
R

ecently the State Corporation which monitors condo association activities cited the Mews for having too many volunteers.  “There just aren’t enough positions for the co-owners who want to volunteer!!” charged one state official in issuing the citation.
Real estate agents said that they were losing sales because potential Fairlington buyers were waiting for Mews units to go on the market so that new owners could volunteer in the Mews neighborhood.  The Newsletter Committee was one area particularly being sought after by new volunteers!
“We are losing money every day on sales in the rest of Fairlington as people wait to buy in volunteer frenzied Mews!” said Long and Foster agent Lois Lane.

New Landscape Plans

T

he Landscape Committee has partnered with Big Lots to enhance association common areas.
Under this agreement, the Committee will purchase at cost idealized plastic landscapes that will fit exactly in front of each unit.  These unique landscapes have perfectly shaped shrubs and ever blooming, non-fading perennials which require little to no maintenance. 

“It will just be like Florida or California year round,” said one Big Lots official.
One factor that may prevent the installation of the new “shrubbery” is that it must be washed with a hose and dusted annually.  Otherwise there are no maintenance requirements. “But I pay my condo fee!” exclaimed one resident. “I don’t have time to hose down a plastic plant – even once a year.”
Environmental Enhancements representatives were saddened by the new landscape plans because they so enjoy working with the easily satisfied residents of Fairlington Mews.

MewsNEWS

This newsletter is published quarterly  by the Fairlington Mews Board of Directors for owners and residents in Fairlington Mews. Suggested articles, comments, or items of interest from residents are always welcome. Please send to: tomrcor@aol.com 

Editors: Tom Corbin/Ron Patterson, 4624 S. 34th Street, Phone: (703) 931-0687 - Subscribe to the MewsNEWS - send us your email address at mewsnewsletter@aol.com - newsletter in Word or PDF format sent as attachment to email

Fairlington Web Site: www.fairlington.org/mewsindex.htm
Webmaster: Ron Patterson, Phone: (703) 931-0687 
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     Fairlington Mews Council of Co-Owners 


Meeting Calendar/Contacts

Board Meetings
Board Meetings are scheduled for April 22, May 27, June 24, July 22, and August 26,                                                        



2010 @ 6:30 pm at the South Fairlington Community Center









Address


Phone


Board of Directors

President

Tom Corbin


4624 S. 34th Street

(703) 931-0687





tomrcor@aol.com
Vice President

Seth Low


4644 S. 34th Street

(703) 379-0155




lowseth@earthlink.net

2nd Vice President
Chandra Burnside

3432 S. Wakefield Street A2
(703) 946-0708








chandra.burnside@gmail.com



Treasurer

Ron Patterson


4624 S. 34th St


(703) 931-0687





ronaldp755@verizon.net

Secretary

Renee Powlette


4670B S. 36th Street

(703) 671-2774





rpowlette@yahoo.com




Committee Chairs


Finance


Alison Reither


3448 S Wakefield Street

(202) 812-8115

Landscape

Lori Olivas 


4666-A S. 36th Street

(703) 379-4927


Recreation

Shannon Watson

4632 S. 34th Street

(703) 931-7938


Newsletter

Tom Corbin/Ron Patterson
4624 S. 34th Street

(703) 931-0687


Carriage Lamps

Janice & Larry Peters

4605 S. 36th Street

(703) 578-4992


Court Representatives


1. 3600-3616 S. Wakefield
Tom Roberts

3616 S. Wakefield Street

(703) 820-1992


2. 4606-4630 S. 36th

Ben Marglin

4612A S. 36th Street

(703) 671-7281


3. 4632-4636 S. 36th

Shannon Blair

4632B S. 36th Street

(703) 618-1813


4. 4638-4654 S. 36th

Myrta & Ricardo Alonzo
4646B S. 36th Street

(703) 824-0631


5. 4656-4674 S. 36th

Renee Powlette

4670B S. 36th Street

(703) 671-2774


6. 4676-4698 S. 36th

Fern Birtwistle

4678B S. 36th Street

(703) 379-7354

7. 4667-4671 S. 36th

Julia Claypool

4669 A S. 36th St


(703) 931-9161


8. 4664-4686 S. 34th

Gretchen Martin

4680 S. 34th Street

(703) 933-1368


9. 4624-4658 S. 34th

David Biette

4638 S. 34th Street

(703) 820-9589


10. 4600-4618 S. 34th

Shirley Fein

4610 S. 34th Street

(703) 553-0340


11. 3408-3458 S. Wakefield
Chandra Burnside
3432 S. Wakefield Street A2
(703) 379-1082


12. 3500-3544 S. Wakefield
Victoria Lipnik

3512 S. Wakefield Street

(703) 379-7160


13. 4601-4611 S. 36th

Joanne Herman

4603B S. 36th Street

(703) 931-5867


14. 4615-4637 S. 36th

Craig Wagner

4631 S. 36th Street

(703) 931-7549


15. 4641-4665 S. 36th

Gordon Avery 

4655 S. 36th Street

(703) 820-3134

Additional Important Numbers

Sewer Back-up


Dwyer Plumbing





(703) 922-8220

Trash Collection


CAPITOL SERVICES OF VIRGINIA, INC.


(703) 998-5860
Large Articles of Trash

Put out at CURBSIDE on the 1st Saturday of the month or call





CAPITOL SERVICES for pick-up at your expense

(703) 998-5860
Management Agent

Community Management Corporation



(703) 631-7200




12701 Fair Lakes Circle, Suite 400 Fairfax, VA 22033
       Fax: 703-631-9786




Jason Eglin
JEglin@cmc-management.com          (703) 631-7200, ext. 212
                                       Swimming Pool                                                                              (703) 379-POOL                                                      

24 Hour Maintenance Call-In
Community Management Corporation
 (703) 631 – 7200

EMERGENCY NUMBER (703) 631 – 7200 FAIRLINGTON MEWS
Important Notice


Effective April 26, 2010, the offices of Community Management Corporation (CMC) will be located at 4840 Westfields Blvd., Suite 300, Chantilly, VA 20151.  





The telephone contact will remain the same - 703. 63l.7200. Paying your condo fee by mail is not affected by this office relocation.





Calendar


April 19 – Landscape Committee


7:00 PM @ Fairlington Community Center


April 22 – Board of Directors


6:30 PM @ Fairlington Community Center 


April 22 – Earth Day’s 40th Anniversary


April 28 – Bylaws Committee 


7:00 PM @ Fairlington Community Center


May 1, June5, July 3 - Large Item Pick Up Days


May 27 – Board of Directors


6:30 PM @ Fairlington Community Center 


May 29 – Pool Opens


June 24 – Annual Meeting


Registration begins @ 6:30 PM 


Fairlington Community Center


July 22 – Board of Directors


6:30 PM @ Fairlington Community 
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